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Federal W tness
For Wilson Trial
Is Found Dead

By Philip Smith
and Patrick E. Tvler
Wasn:ngion Post Staff Writers
Kevin P. Mulcahy, a former CIA
technician who first tipped the agen-
cv to-alleged arms dealing and ter-

rorist training in Libva by Edwin P,

Wilson and other former CIA agents,

was found dead vesterday at-a motel

in rural Shenandoah County, Va. -

Mulcahy, 39, who had . become
obsessed with- pursuit™-of the ‘case -
against Wilson. was scheduled to -

appear as a witness next month at .

Wilson's trial here on charges he .

shipped explosives to Libvan ruler

Col. Muammar Qaddafi. = ..

Muicahy's' body reportedly was
discovered about=8 ~am.. slumped
outside the locked door of a cottage
nethad rented at the Mountain View

Motel Court -near Woodstock, about

90 miles west of“ashmgwn~ av

The 47-year-old motel. .2 coliec-
tion of eight small. white cottages off

Rte. 11 in a desolate section of the

Blue Ridge' Mountains, is occupied

largely*by construction workers who

pay SoO-a-weeh renti i~ Il

He was the second- potennal wn-
ness “ i the government’s case
against- Wilson to die. Earlier this
vear, a Cuban who allegedly met.

hthWﬂsoanenevatodxscussapur

assassination plot was killed in a
g:at explosiop in Miami. The blast later
svas ruled an accident.” .

v Assistant US. Attorney E. Lawrence
Sarcella,tbeproaewtormchargeofﬂ)e
%Wilson case, said last night he had been
mformed by Virginia authorities that
#from an external examination [of the
body] there doesn’t appear to be any foul
plav There were no visible wounds or
anjuries, Barcella said he was told.

- Mulcahy’s death “will not affect our
Xgbility to go to trial,” Barcella added.
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+ The Associated Press quoted a deputy
s'benﬁ' last night as theorizing that Mul-
xahy, who had continuing bouts with al-
«coholism, may have died from exposure
during overnight temperatures that
dipped into the 40s. Thé law officer was
Yuoted has having been told by one
aootel resident that Mulcahy had been
grinking heavily and had tried without
‘sum to enter his room.

* The AP said the deputy told them
Mulcahy had checked into the motel Oct.
«20 and was ordered to leave Monday be-
icause be had been drinking and glass in
this door had been shot out with a shot-
pun. The officer said he believed Mul-
mhy did the shooting.

He had been dead several hours when
asbodywasfound by another motel res-

gint., the deputy said. The officer quoted

resident es saying that Mulcahy was
ml staggery” on Monday and was last
alive in his pickup truck, often
pumpmgovernssteenngwheel.
¥, Mulcahy’s body was transported by
tescue squad members to Shenandoah
Lounty Memorial Hospital in Wood-
Btock. It was later transferred to Fairfax
_I-Iospxtal. where an autopsy is scheduled
today, an employe in the state med-
examiper’s office said.
' Mulcahy, tbesonofacamerCIAoﬁicmL
weas credited with the agency’s
mngatmn of Wilson and otbers allegedly
aiding Libyan terronist activities in a tele-
phonecalltoagencvbeedqmrtersmLang
ley during Labor Day weekend in 1976.
Pursuing and monitoring the investigation
became Mulcahy’s personsl quest In an
interview last gpring, he said he had guided
news reporters on foreign expeditions to
interview witheeses in the case and he him-
self—using .2 $5 police badge he purchesed

m’l&mesSquare——hadmtumwedwth.

Desess posing as.an FBI agent.

He had resigned in 1968 from his job'

as2 CIA communications expert and in
1976 joined Wilson, ex-agent Francis E.
Terpil and others in the Libya project,
claiming he thought the activities had the
agency's blessing.

Mulcahy said he later split from Wil-
son after Wilson ordered him to procure
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a heat-seeking Redeve missile for the

Libyans frora General Dynamics Corp.
Mulcahy said he was concerned the mis-
sile-might be used in a terrorist attack on
a commercial jetliner.
~ Wilson, 54, was lured from Libva ear-
lier this year by U.S. law enforcement
officers and is in custody in lieu of $60
million bond. He is scheduled to go on
trial later in Houston on separate charges
related to illegal explosives shipments. A
third trial, on firearms charges, is set to
begin Nov. 15 in Alexandria.

No date has been setforyetanother
trial in the ‘District on charges Wilson
and Terpil conspired to kill a Libyan dis-

sident on Qaddafi’s behalf.

The public learned about Mulcahy in

June 1981 in two dramatic articles by -
investigative reporter Seymour Hersh in

the New York Times Magmzine. Hersh’s

detailed account “of Mu]cahy involve- .

ment with Wilson and Terpil in the sale
of high explosives, sophxsueated weapon-

ry and commando training services rein- .

vigorated and expanded the federal in- |

-vestigation of Wilson's activities: . -
In recent months, Mulcahy had been

working to secure the return from Spain-

of George G. Korkale, a former Terpil
associate who was convicted in 1981
abeentia in New York for trying to sell
'10,000 machine guns to New York detec-
tives posing as South American terrorists.

Mulcahy has also traveled regularly to
the West Coast where a film production
company has purchased the rights to his
life story, according to Charles Fries of
-Charles Fries Productions Inc. :

Also contributing to this article were
Washington Post staff writers Al Kamen,
.Margaret Engel and Laurs A. Kiernan.
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